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SUBJECT: DIVIDED FAMILIES 

REF: PRAGUE 3625 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES TIMELY PRESENTATION OF DIVIDED 
FAMILIES' LIST TO CZECHOSLOVAK AUTHORITIES. WE ARE 
PLEASED WITH THE PROSPECT THAT FURTHER POSITIVE RESOLUTION 
OF THESE CASES IS LIKELY. HOWEVER, WE ARE STRUCK WITH 
THE PROPOSAL OFFERED BY HOUZVICKA THAT REUNITING ANY OF 
THE FAMILIES IS CONTINGENT UPON THE CHARACTER OF US-CSSR 
RELATIONS. THIS STRIKES US AS THE MOST CANDID CSSR 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT DIVIDED FAMILY CASES ARE BEING DECIDED 
BY PRAGUE AUTHORITIES ON MERITS OTHER THAN HUMANITARIAN 
CONCERNS AND THAT THE PERSONS SEEKING TO LEAVE CSSR TO 
JOIN RELATIVES HERE ARE, IN FACT, POLITICAL HOSTAGES TO 
A RANSOM OF CHANGING US-CSSR TIES. 
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2. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE USG POSSESSES NO LEVERAGE TO 
FORCE CZECHOSLOVAKIA TO ALLOW PARTICULAR FAMILIES TO BE 
REUNITED. NEVERTHELESS, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT IMPORTANT 
TO REGISTER, FOR THE RECORD, THE UNACCEPTABILITY OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA HOLDING OUT FOR IMPROVED US-CSSR TIES BY 
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DENYING POSITIVE RESOLUTION OF DIVIDED FAMILY CASES. 

WE BELIEVE THAT THE REVERSE PROPOSITION IS THE CASE: 
UNLESS SUCH CASES LIKE THESE ARE RESOLVED AND PROGRESS 
IN OTHER MATTERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERN IS MADE, IT 
WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP TO 
IMPROVE. 

3. WE CONSIDER HOUZVICKA’S COMMENTS PROFOUNDLY 
INCONSISTENT WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S COMMITMENTS IN THE 
HUMAN CONTACTS SECTION OF BASKET THREE OF THE HELSINKI 
FINAL ACT. AS A MATTER OF BASIC US POLICY IN CSCE. 

THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES COMPLIANCE BY EACH SIGNATORY 
COUNTRY TO THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT IS TO BE EXPECTED APART 
FROM ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED NOTION OF RECIPROCITY OR QUID 
PRO QUO INVOLVING THIS COUNTRY. EVIDENCE OF THIS 
COMPLIANCE BY CZECHOSLOVAKIA, HOWEVER, IS IMPORTANT IN 
EVERY RESPECT OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

4. WE ACCEPT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE POINTS ABOVE WERE 
MADE TO HOUZVICKA BY CONOFFS. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED, 
NEVERTHELESS, TO SEEK APPOINTMENT AT APPROPRIATELY HIGH 
LEVEL IN FOREIGN MINISTRY TO EXPRESS THE UNACCEPTABILITY 
TO THE U.S. OF CSSR DECISIONS ON DIVIDED FAMILY CASES 
BASED ON THE CHARACTER OF US-USSR TIES. POST MAY DRAW 
UPON ALL POINTS MADE IN PRECEDING PARAGRAPHS AS APPRO- 
PRIATE. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EARLIEST INDICATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 003623 

OR CSSR REACTION. CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, REPATRIATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE003623 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: CBRODY/LJ 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780011-0132 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 90/aaaacyjh. tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 948c01e6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN HA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 PRAGUE 3625 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3816073 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: DIVIDED FAMILIES 
TAGS: CVIS, SHUM, CZ, CSCE 
To: PRAGUE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/948c01e6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



